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Appendix A: Descriptive Statistics

Table A.1: Descriptive Statistics

Applicant Characteristics Mean SD
Year: 80’s (0/1) 0.21
Year: 90’s (0/1) 0.35
Year: 00’s (0/1) 0.36
Male (0/1) 0.68
Married (0/1) 0.55
Kids (0/1) 0.44
Age: 21-40 Years (0/1) 0.44
Age: 41-60 Years (0/1) 0.31
Age: 60+ Years (0/1) 0.04
Attractive (0/1) 0.53
Applications (#) 1.13 0.41
Born in CH (0/1) 0.23
Years since Arrival (#/10) 1.92 0.81
Refugee (0/1) 0.16
Education: Middle (0/1) 0.55
Education: High (0/1) 0.09
Skill: Middle (0/1) 0.44
Skill: High (0/1) 0.14
Unemployed (0/1) 0.04
Language: Perfect (0/1) 0.88
Language: Good (0/1) 0.09
Language: Insufficient (0/1) 0.01
Integration: ’Assimilated’ (0/1/2) 0.50 0.71
Integration: ’Integrated’ (0/1/2) 0.36 0.57
Integration: ’Adjusted’ (0/1) 0.02
Integration: ’No Difference’ (0/1) 0.09
Richer (northern & western) European Countries (0/1) 0.21
Southern European Countries (0/1) 0.18
Central & Eastern Europe (0/1) 0.06
(former) Yugoslavia (0/1) 0.31
Turkey (0/1) 0.15
Asian Countries (0/1) 0.07
Other Non-European Countries (0/1) 0.02

Note: Means and standard deviations (for non-binary variables) shown for the estimation
sample that includes all municipalities N = 2, 429.

Appendix B: Robustness Checks

This appendix presents various robustness checks from additional specifications.

• Table B.1 and B.2 present a variety of robustness checks for the benchmark models inclu-

ding replications with year fixed effects, quadratic time trends, and linear and quadratic
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municipality specific time trends for the sub-samples of all, large, and polling place mu-

nicipalities. The outcome variable in table B.1 is the proportion voting ‘no’, the outcome

variable in table B.2 the binary rejection measure.

• Table B.3 presents additional robust checks for the main model controlling for the share

of applicants from (former) Yugoslavia and Turkey in the past years and the number of

applicants on the same ballot.

• Table B.4 presents robustness checks for the taste-based interactions using several anti-

immigrant referenda from 1982, 1983, and 1988, respectively.

• Table B.5 presents a robustness checks for the taste-based interactions using the local

unemployment rate.

• Table B.6 replicates the benchmark model to see if the origin disadvantage differs between

Yugoslavian applicants from countries with a high and low shares of muslims.

• Table B.7 presents the interactions of the share of applicants from (former) Yugoslavia

and Turkey in the past years and the country of origin effects.

• Figure B.1 presents the municipality specific country of origin effects that are estimated

by fitting a streamlined version of the benchmark model to each municipality sub-sample.

• Figure B.2 displays boxplots that summarize the distribution of estimates of the country

of origin effects (relative to applicants from Richer European countries) across 15,000

regressions. For each regression, we first randomly sampled the number of control va-

riables uniformly from the set of all control variables from the benchmark model plus

all first order interactions and squared terms (for the continuous variables), 738 in total.

In a second step, we sample the selected number of control variables from the set of all

control variables.
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Table B.1: Robustness Checks for Benchmark Model: Proportion Voting ‘No’ (%)

Dependent Variable Proportion ‘no’ votes (%)
Model Number (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15)
Municipality Sample: Polling Polling Polling Polling Polling

All All All All All Large Large Large Large Large Place Place Place Place Place
Male (0/1) 0.74 0.87 0.73 0.58 0.38 1.52 1.41 1.39 0.86 0.64 1.22 1.39 1.14 0.88 0.58

(0.61) (0.58) (0.54) (0.45) (0.42) (0.92) (0.98) (0.78) (0.78) (0.78) (0.56) (0.46) (0.48) (0.33) (0.34)
Married (0/1) 0.36 -0.12 0.33 0.07 0.11 0.66 0.08 0.62 -0.26 -0.19 0.88 0.27 0.88 0.66 0.85

(0.80) (0.81) (0.81) (0.79) (0.85) (1.16) (1.18) (1.20) (1.35) (1.41) (0.93) (0.93) (0.97) (0.75) (0.75)
Children (0/1) 0.90 0.98 0.90 0.57 0.39 0.90 0.79 0.87 0.95 0.56 1.08 1.09 1.05 0.31 0.01

(1.05) (1.06) (1.06) (0.76) (0.79) (1.81) (1.62) (1.82) (1.29) (1.09) (1.33) (1.27) (1.29) (0.92) (0.97)
Age: 21-40 Years 1.13 1.38 1.12 1.05 1.07 2.17 2.47 2.14 2.24 1.92 1.25 1.43 1.31 0.80 1.06

(0.77) (0.82) (0.75) (0.85) (0.76) (1.26) (1.20) (1.28) (1.33) (1.07) (0.79) (0.84) (0.80) (0.82) (0.80)
Age: 41-60 Years 2.28 2.55 2.28 1.95 1.40 3.49 3.88 3.47 2.83 2.22 2.11 2.30 2.13 1.30 1.01

(0.72) (0.81) (0.69) (0.89) (0.87) (0.89) (1.17) (0.96) (1.47) (1.25) (0.63) (0.71) (0.62) (0.76) (0.82)
Age: 60+ Years 1.30 1.96 1.27 0.83 0.42 1.11 1.30 0.97 0.72 0.00 1.01 1.82 0.99 -0.04 -0.33

(1.71) (1.56) (1.67) (1.52) (1.49) (2.60) (2.73) (2.65) (2.59) (2.41) (2.07) (1.87) (2.01) (1.48) (1.52)
Attractive (0/1) 0.53 0.42 0.54 -0.48 -0.68 0.65 0.55 0.74 -0.75 -0.58 0.56 0.49 0.66 -0.41 -0.70

(0.99) (0.93) (1.00) (0.73) (0.74) (1.81) (1.55) (1.82) (1.18) (1.19) (1.05) (0.97) (1.07) (0.75) (0.76)
Applications (#) -0.10 0.01 -0.14 -0.82 -0.95 -0.85 -0.70 -0.88 -0.84 -1.16 -0.29 -0.08 -0.42 -0.88 -1.16

(0.78) (0.78) (0.74) (0.57) (0.60) (0.61) (0.57) (0.64) (0.53) (0.64) (0.85) (0.81) (0.82) (0.53) (0.57)
Born in Switzerland (0/1) -2.07 -1.83 -2.05 -1.87 -2.30 -3.04 -2.49 -3.11 -2.75 -3.31 -2.06 -1.91 -2.10 -2.38 -2.70

(0.75) (0.77) (0.76) (0.64) (0.69) (0.89) (1.12) (0.92) (0.85) (0.89) (0.81) (0.79) (0.82) (0.67) (0.64)
Years since Arrival (#/10) -1.75 -1.78 -1.75 -1.68 -1.64 -1.14 -1.20 -1.11 -1.51 -1.61 -1.70 -1.68 -1.63 -1.51 -1.38

(0.39) (0.44) (0.42) (0.44) (0.42) (0.51) (0.77) (0.56) (0.67) (0.66) (0.42) (0.49) (0.42) (0.46) (0.45)
Refugee (0/1) -0.27 -0.41 -0.31 -0.44 -0.32 2.60 2.63 2.41 1.06 1.06 0.90 0.50 0.80 0.14 0.32

(1.34) (1.30) (1.34) (1.02) (1.01) (0.99) (1.18) (0.96) (0.74) (0.48) (1.10) (1.17) (1.12) (1.11) (1.03)
Education: Middle (0/1) -0.53 -0.57 -0.53 -0.60 -0.71 -1.06 -0.80 -1.12 -0.87 -0.87 -0.61 -0.63 -0.59 -0.60 -0.74

(0.49) (0.52) (0.47) (0.50) (0.51) (0.66) (0.97) (0.63) (0.98) (0.88) (0.55) (0.58) (0.54) (0.52) (0.54)
Education: High (0/1) -1.20 -1.55 -1.16 -0.98 -0.91 -2.40 -2.42 -2.21 -1.66 -1.71 -1.35 -1.83 -1.33 -1.00 -0.90

(0.93) (0.92) (0.87) (0.77) (0.76) (1.57) (1.72) (1.43) (1.56) (1.47) (1.12) (1.04) (1.02) (0.82) (0.82)
Medium Skilled (0/1) -0.81 -0.71 -0.81 -0.71 -0.84 -1.78 -1.70 -1.81 -1.56 -1.45 -0.68 -0.50 -0.75 -0.71 -0.76

(0.60) (0.66) (0.59) (0.57) (0.57) (0.63) (0.88) (0.62) (0.78) (0.86) (0.66) (0.70) (0.65) (0.56) (0.54)
High Skilled (0/1) -2.61 -2.46 -2.60 -2.67 -2.67 -2.59 -2.22 -2.62 -1.98 -1.61 -2.46 -2.32 -2.51 -2.52 -2.39

(0.77) (0.78) (0.77) (0.76) (0.80) (0.99) (1.02) (1.05) (1.01) (1.12) (0.94) (0.92) (0.93) (0.83) (0.84)
Unemployed (0/1) 5.60 5.40 5.60 5.34 4.92 9.17 8.61 9.05 6.64 6.45 5.42 5.34 5.35 5.36 4.53

(2.65) (2.55) (2.63) (2.44) (2.57) (4.13) (3.72) (3.98) (3.54) (3.70) (2.71) (2.60) (2.71) (2.42) (2.52)
Language: Excellent (0/1) -1.12 -0.79 -1.12 -1.54 -2.62 1.92 1.65 1.80 0.30 -0.62 -0.52 -0.25 -0.59 -1.52 -2.61

(2.01) (1.82) (1.97) (1.90) (2.09) (2.92) (2.61) (2.78) (2.28) (2.44) (2.22) (1.95) (2.13) (2.06) (2.16)
Language: Good (0/1) -0.55 0.02 -0.53 -1.09 -2.18 1.59 1.96 1.44 0.64 -0.60 -0.31 0.48 -0.33 -1.15 -2.18

(1.65) (1.68) (1.64) (1.69) (1.76) (2.15) (1.94) (2.22) (1.39) (1.64) (1.76) (1.73) (1.74) (1.76) (1.76)
Language: Insufficient (0/1) 20.35 21.48 20.37 21.83 22.63 18.89 19.93 18.63 22.10 22.79 20.09 21.29 19.97 21.90 22.35

(9.78) (9.53) (9.80) (9.02) (8.91) (10.12) (9.80) (10.10) (9.12) (8.63) (9.74) (9.59) (9.72) (8.78) (8.45)
Integration: ’Assimilated’ (0-2) -1.90 -1.93 -1.87 -1.90 -1.89 -0.60 -0.55 -0.59 -1.63 -1.95 -1.70 -1.78 -1.87 -1.66 -1.64

(0.99) (1.00) (1.01) (0.74) (0.68) (0.49) (0.68) (0.54) (0.62) (0.69) (1.25) (1.22) (1.25) (0.74) (0.66)
Integration: ’Integrated’ (0-2) -0.24 -0.48 -0.21 -0.81 -0.86 -0.39 -0.71 -0.33 -1.32 -1.05 -0.42 -0.77 -0.29 -1.05 -1.00

(0.73) (0.78) (0.73) (0.70) (0.79) (1.67) (1.48) (1.69) (1.04) (0.83) (0.71) (0.82) (0.71) (0.74) (0.81)
Integration: ’Adjusted’ (0/1) -0.14 -0.62 0.00 -0.26 -0.62 -3.63 -4.65 -3.21 -3.41 -3.15 -0.74 -0.98 -0.55 -0.42 -0.72

(2.15) (2.31) (2.12) (1.48) (1.01) (1.28) (1.54) (1.69) (1.14) (1.30) (1.89) (2.07) (1.98) (1.24) (0.83)
Integration: ’Indistinguishable’ (0/1) -3.14 -3.28 -3.18 -3.39 -2.05 -2.26 -2.83 -2.54 -2.60 -2.07 -2.68 -3.14 -2.70 -3.36 -1.89

(1.20) (1.06) (1.31) (1.07) (1.30) (1.92) (1.93) (2.21) (1.68) (1.53) (1.30) (1.20) (1.50) (1.07) (1.32)
Southern European Countries (0/1) -1.41 -1.71 -1.41 -2.06 -2.45 -1.16 -1.42 -1.16 -1.53 -2.00 -1.54 -1.82 -1.31 -2.35 -2.15

(1.07) (1.01) (1.05) (1.06) (0.92) (1.60) (1.60) (1.54) (1.58) (1.27) (1.06) (1.11) (1.09) (1.03) (1.02)
Central & Eastern Europe (0/1) 6.18 6.21 6.19 5.11 4.82 8.15 8.42 8.24 6.53 6.42 6.40 6.58 6.70 4.72 5.28

(1.18) (1.06) (1.23) (1.02) (0.99) (1.37) (1.47) (1.38) (1.15) (0.98) (1.29) (1.15) (1.37) (0.97) (1.12)
(former) Yugoslavia (0/1) 14.59 14.40 14.58 13.74 13.29 15.63 15.65 15.59 15.09 14.79 15.55 15.37 15.87 14.46 14.83

(1.00) (1.12) (1.10) (1.08) (1.11) (1.42) (1.49) (1.51) (1.36) (1.45) (1.09) (1.18) (1.16) (1.16) (1.18)
Turkey (0/1) 13.26 13.28 13.26 12.50 12.17 13.18 13.64 13.05 11.93 11.83 13.64 13.67 14.05 12.65 13.09

(1.23) (1.21) (1.21) (1.18) (1.11) (1.79) (1.68) (1.65) (1.76) (1.48) (1.31) (1.35) (1.30) (1.25) (1.22)
Asian Countries (0/1) 3.29 3.43 3.26 3.02 2.53 2.79 2.87 2.65 2.89 2.58 2.85 2.96 3.42 2.49 2.96

(1.38) (1.15) (1.35) (0.99) (0.95) (1.77) (1.60) (1.84) (1.19) (1.16) (1.57) (1.38) (1.62) (1.26) (1.33)
Other Non-European Countries (0/1) 6.85 7.10 6.88 6.37 5.80 7.39 7.67 7.58 6.76 6.19 5.74 5.83 6.24 5.14 5.56

(1.43) (1.34) (1.41) (1.32) (1.06) (2.51) (2.07) (2.43) (1.67) (1.17) (1.90) (1.95) (1.98) (1.65) (1.34)
Municipality Fixed Effects yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes
Decade Fixed Effects yes yes yes
Year Fixed Effects yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes
Quadratic Time Trend yes yes yes
Municipality Specific Time Trends yes yes yes
Municipality Specific Quadratic Time Trends yes yes yes
Observations 2,429 2,429 2,429 2,429 2,429 1,208 1,208 1,208 1,208 1,208 1,917 1,917 1,917 1,917 1,917

R2 0.67 0.68 0.67 0.75 0.78 0.64 0.67 0.64 0.74 0.76 0.58 0.61 0.58 0.71 0.74

Note: Point estimates and parenthesized standard errors (clustered by municipality) shown from OLS regressions. Models 1-5, 6-10, and 11-15 are based on all ballot box municipalities, large
municipalities, and polling place municipalities respectively. Reference categories for the various contrasts are: an indicator for the years 1970-1979, applicants with age < 20 years, low education,
in low skilled jobs, “sufficient” command of one of the Swiss languages, who are familiar with “Swiss traditions and customs”, and originating from a rich European country.
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Table B.2: Robustness Checks for Benchmark Model: Rejected (0/1)

Dependent Variable Rejected (0/1)
Model Number (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15)
Municipality Sample: Polling Polling Polling Polling Polling

All All All All All Large Large Large Large Large Place Place Place Place Place
Male (0/1) -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.03 -0.02 -0.03 -0.03 -0.03 -0.01 0.00 -0.01 -0.01 -0.01

(0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.01) (0.02) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02)
Married (0/1) 0.02 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.07 0.06 0.07 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.02 0.04 0.02 0.03

(0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.04) (0.03) (0.04) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03)
Children (0/1) 0.02 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.01 -0.01 -0.02 -0.02 -0.00 -0.01 0.03 0.02 0.03 0.02 0.01

(0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.03) (0.04) (0.03) (0.04) (0.04)
Age: 21-40 Years (0/1) 0.03 0.04 0.03 0.04 0.04 -0.01 -0.01 -0.01 -0.00 0.00 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05

(0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.04) (0.03) (0.04) (0.03) (0.03) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.03)
Age: 41-60 Years (0/1) 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.06 0.06 0.06 0.06 0.05

(0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04)
Age: 60+ Years (0/1) 0.10 0.12 0.11 0.10 0.10 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.10 0.12 0.10 0.11 0.11

(0.07) (0.07) (0.07) (0.06) (0.07) (0.09) (0.08) (0.09) (0.07) (0.07) (0.09) (0.08) (0.09) (0.08) (0.09)
Attractive (0/1) -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.05 -0.04 -0.02 -0.01 -0.02 -0.04 -0.03 -0.03 -0.03 -0.03 -0.05 -0.04

(0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.06) (0.05) (0.06) (0.05) (0.05) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03)
Applications (#) 0.02 0.02 0.02 -0.03 -0.04 0.01 0.02 0.01 -0.01 -0.03 -0.01 -0.00 -0.01 -0.04 -0.06

(0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.04) (0.03) (0.04) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03)
Born in Switzerland (0/1) -0.07 -0.06 -0.07 -0.07 -0.08 -0.08 -0.09 -0.08 -0.09 -0.10 -0.05 -0.05 -0.05 -0.06 -0.07

(0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.02) (0.03) (0.04) (0.03) (0.04) (0.03) (0.03) (0.02) (0.03) (0.02) (0.02) (0.03)
Years since Arrival (#/10) -0.03 -0.03 -0.03 -0.02 -0.03 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02

(0.01) (0.01) (0.01) (0.01) (0.01) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.01) (0.01) (0.01) (0.01) (0.01)
Refugee (0/1) -0.04 -0.05 -0.04 -0.06 -0.05 -0.01 -0.02 -0.02 -0.04 -0.02 -0.01 -0.02 -0.01 -0.03 -0.03

(0.05) (0.06) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.07) (0.08) (0.07) (0.08) (0.07) (0.06) (0.06) (0.06) (0.06) (0.06)
Education: Middle (0/1) -0.05 -0.05 -0.05 -0.04 -0.04 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.01 -0.01 -0.05 -0.04 -0.05 -0.04 -0.04

(0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.03) (0.02) (0.03) (0.03) (0.02) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03)
Education: High (0/1) -0.09 -0.09 -0.09 -0.07 -0.08 -0.11 -0.11 -0.11 -0.09 -0.10 -0.09 -0.10 -0.09 -0.07 -0.08

(0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.05) (0.06) (0.06) (0.05) (0.05) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04)
Medium Skilled (0/1) -0.02 -0.01 -0.02 -0.01 -0.01 -0.04 -0.03 -0.04 -0.04 -0.04 -0.02 -0.01 -0.02 -0.01 -0.01

(0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02)
High Skilled (0/1) -0.06 -0.06 -0.06 -0.06 -0.06 -0.08 -0.08 -0.08 -0.08 -0.07 -0.06 -0.05 -0.06 -0.07 -0.07

(0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03)
Unemployed (0/1) 0.20 0.18 0.20 0.17 0.13 0.29 0.27 0.29 0.22 0.19 0.19 0.18 0.19 0.17 0.13

(0.06) (0.05) (0.06) (0.05) (0.05) (0.07) (0.06) (0.07) (0.05) (0.04) (0.06) (0.05) (0.06) (0.05) (0.05)
Language: Excellent (0/1) 0.03 0.04 0.03 0.05 0.03 0.17 0.18 0.17 0.16 0.14 0.07 0.07 0.06 0.07 0.05

(0.16) (0.17) (0.16) (0.17) (0.18) (0.26) (0.25) (0.26) (0.24) (0.25) (0.18) (0.18) (0.18) (0.18) (0.19)
Language: Good (0/1) 0.07 0.09 0.07 0.10 0.07 0.24 0.24 0.24 0.22 0.17 0.12 0.15 0.12 0.13 0.10

(0.17) (0.18) (0.18) (0.17) (0.17) (0.23) (0.23) (0.23) (0.22) (0.22) (0.17) (0.17) (0.17) (0.17) (0.17)
Language: Insufficient (0/1) 0.20 0.24 0.20 0.29 0.31 0.17 0.20 0.17 0.27 0.30 0.23 0.27 0.22 0.30 0.32

(0.17) (0.17) (0.17) (0.16) (0.15) (0.20) (0.20) (0.21) (0.19) (0.19) (0.15) (0.15) (0.15) (0.14) (0.14)
Integration: ‘Assimilated’ (0-2 -0.05 -0.05 -0.05 -0.04 -0.04 -0.03 -0.04 -0.03 -0.04 -0.05 -0.03 -0.03 -0.04 -0.04 -0.04

(0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.02) (0.02) (0.01) (0.02) (0.01) (0.02) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.02) (0.02)
Integration: ‘Integrated’ (0-2) -0.00 -0.01 -0.00 -0.00 -0.00 -0.02 -0.05 -0.02 -0.05 -0.03 -0.01 -0.01 -0.01 -0.00 -0.00

(0.03) (0.04) (0.03) (0.04) (0.04) (0.05) (0.04) (0.05) (0.04) (0.04) (0.03) (0.04) (0.03) (0.04) (0.04)
Integration: ‘Adjusted’ (0/1) 0.09 0.08 0.09 0.05 0.05 0.00 -0.03 0.01 -0.04 -0.06 0.06 0.05 0.06 0.04 0.04

(0.05) (0.06) (0.05) (0.07) (0.07) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.04) (0.06) (0.04) (0.05) (0.04) (0.06) (0.07)
Integration: ‘Indistinguishable’ (0/1) -0.13 -0.14 -0.14 -0.11 -0.08 -0.17 -0.21 -0.18 -0.16 -0.14 -0.10 -0.11 -0.11 -0.09 -0.06

(0.04) (0.05) (0.05) (0.06) (0.06) (0.06) (0.05) (0.06) (0.04) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.06) (0.06)
Southern European Countries (0/1) -0.01 -0.01 -0.00 -0.03 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.05 -0.04 -0.03 -0.03 -0.03 -0.04 -0.03

(0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.03) (0.02) (0.02) (0.03) (0.02) (0.03) (0.02) (0.02) (0.02) (0.03)
Central & Eastern Europe (0/1) 0.09 0.10 0.10 0.08 0.08 0.11 0.13 0.12 0.10 0.13 0.12 0.13 0.12 0.11 0.12

(0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.07) (0.07) (0.07) (0.06) (0.07) (0.05) (0.04) (0.05) (0.04) (0.05)
(former) Yugoslavia (0/1) 0.30 0.30 0.30 0.29 0.30 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.31 0.33 0.39 0.40 0.40 0.39 0.40

(0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.09) (0.09) (0.09) (0.09) (0.09) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05)
Turkey (0/1) 0.29 0.30 0.29 0.29 0.30 0.29 0.30 0.29 0.28 0.31 0.33 0.35 0.34 0.35 0.36

(0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.05) (0.05) (0.08) (0.08) (0.08) (0.08) (0.08) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05)
Asian Countries (0/1) -0.07 -0.06 -0.06 -0.06 -0.05 -0.05 -0.06 -0.06 -0.08 -0.06 -0.08 -0.06 -0.07 -0.06 -0.04

(0.04) (0.04) (0.04) (0.03) (0.03) (0.05) (0.04) (0.05) (0.04) (0.04) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.04)
Other Non-European Countries (0/1) 0.02 0.04 0.02 0.03 0.04 -0.01 0.02 -0.01 -0.01 0.01 0.03 0.05 0.03 0.03 0.06

(0.04) (0.04) (0.05) (0.03) (0.03) (0.08) (0.08) (0.09) (0.06) (0.06) (0.06) (0.05) (0.06) (0.05) (0.04)
Municipality Fixed Effects yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes
Decade Fixed Effects yes yes yes
Year Fixed Effects yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes
Quadratic Time Trend yes yes yes
Municipality Specific Time Trends yes yes yes
Municipality Specific Quadratic Time Trends yes yes yes
Observations 2,429 2,429 2,429 2,429 2,429 1,208 1,208 1,208 1,208 1,208 1,917 1,917 1,917 1,917 1,917

R2 0.41 0.43 0.41 0.49 0.51 0.39 0.43 0.39 0.47 0.49 0.41 0.44 0.41 0.49 0.51

Note: Point estimates and parenthesized standard errors (clustered by municipality) shown from OLS regressions. Models 1-5, 6-10, and 11-15 are based on all ballot box municipalities, large
municipalities, and polling place municipalities respectively. Reference categories for the various contrasts are: an indicator for the years 1970-1979, applicants with age < 20 years, low education,
in low skilled jobs, “sufficient” command of one of the Swiss languages, who are familiar with “Swiss traditions and customs”, and originating from a rich European country.
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Table B.3: Effects of Lagged Share of Applicants from (former) Yugoslavia and Turkey and
Number of Applicants on Same Ballot

Dependent Variable Proportion ‘no’ votes Rejection (0/1) Proportion ‘no’ votes Rejection (0/1)
Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4

Year: 80’s (0/1) 0.60 0.02 0.16 0.00
(2.10) (0.04) (1.49) (0.02)

Year: 90’s (0/1) -0.84 0.03 -0.56 -0.00
(3.37) (0.06) (2.75) (0.05)

Year: 00’s (0/1) -2.86 0.03 -2.11 -0.02
(4.66) (0.09) (3.68) (0.08)

Male (0/1) 0.91 -0.02 0.85 -0.02
(0.61) (0.02) (0.56) (0.02)

Married (0/1) 0.52 0.03 0.31 0.02
(0.80) (0.03) (0.81) (0.03)

Children (0/1) 0.77 0.01 0.94 0.02
(1.10) (0.03) (1.03) (0.03)

Age: 21-40 Years (0/1) 1.09 0.03 1.17 0.04
(0.83) (0.03) (0.74) (0.03)

Age: 41-60 Years (0/1) 2.13 0.04 2.39 0.05
(0.75) (0.03) (0.71) (0.03)

Age: 60+ Years (0/1) 1.26 0.10 1.59 0.11
(1.80) (0.08) (1.71) (0.07)

Attractive (0/1) 0.43 -0.02 0.61 -0.02
(1.04) (0.04) (0.91) (0.03)

# of Applications -0.23 0.01 -0.11 0.02
(0.79) (0.03) (0.80) (0.03)

Born in Switzerland (0/1) -1.69 -0.06 -2.03 -0.07
(0.81) (0.03) (0.73) (0.02)

Years since Arrival / 10 -1.64 -0.03 -1.73 -0.03
(0.39) (0.01) (0.39) (0.01)

Refugee (0/1) -0.01 -0.05 -0.11 -0.04
(1.23) (0.05) (1.28) (0.05)

Education: Middle (0/1) -0.69 -0.05 -0.43 -0.04
(0.51) (0.02) (0.49) (0.02)

Education: High (0/1) -1.35 -0.10 -1.16 -0.09
(0.89) (0.04) (0.95) (0.04)

Medium Skilled (0/1) -0.81 -0.02 -0.82 -0.02
(0.57) (0.02) (0.60) (0.02)

High Skilled (0/1) -2.95 -0.06 -2.62 -0.06
(0.82) (0.03) (0.76) (0.03)

Unemployed (0/1) 5.47 0.19 5.37 0.19
(2.68) (0.06) (2.56) (0.06)

Language: Excellent (0/1) -1.25 0.03 -0.94 0.04
(2.02) (0.16) (2.00) (0.17)

Language: Good (0/1) -0.25 0.08 -0.29 0.07
(1.73) (0.17) (1.64) (0.18)

Language: Insufficient (0/1) 20.03 0.23 20.50 0.21
(9.77) (0.17) (10.01) (0.17)

Integration: ‘Assimilated’ (0-2 -2.11 -0.05 -1.96 -0.05
(1.07) (0.03) (0.94) (0.02)

Integration: ‘Integrated’ (0-2) -0.47 -0.01 -0.24 -0.00
(0.78) (0.03) (0.72) (0.03)

Integration: ‘Adjusted’ (0/1) -0.63 0.08 -0.25 0.08
(2.13) (0.05) (2.17) (0.05)

Integration: ‘Indistinguishable’ (0/1) -3.29 -0.14 -3.14 -0.13
(1.19) (0.05) (1.17) (0.04)

Southern European Countries (0/1) -1.72 -0.01 -1.51 -0.01
(1.09) (0.02) (1.03) (0.02)

Central & Eastern Europe (0/1) 6.56 0.11 6.09 0.09
(1.18) (0.04) (1.20) (0.04)

(former) Yugoslavia (0/1) 14.48 0.30 14.49 0.29
(0.97) (0.05) (0.98) (0.05)

Turkey (0/1) 12.88 0.28 13.06 0.28
(1.17) (0.04) (1.24) (0.04)

Asian Countries (0/1) 2.96 -0.06 3.11 -0.07
(1.34) (0.04) (1.29) (0.04)

Other Non-European Countries (0/1) 7.02 0.03 6.81 0.02
(1.42) (0.04) (1.38) (0.04)

Lagged Share Yugoslavia & Turkey 4.36 0.00
(2.31) (0.08)

Number of Applicants on Ballot 0.30 0.01
(0.34) (0.01)

Constant 36.55 0.25 36.22 0.25
(3.68) (0.19) (3.98) (0.20)

Fixed Effects for Municipalities yes yes yes yes
Applications 2,323 2,323 2,429 2,429
Municipalities 44 44 44 44

R2 0.68 0.42 0.67 0.42

Note: Point estimates and parenthesized standard errors shown. All models are ordinary OLS with municipality fixed effects
and standard errors clustered by municipality. Models 1 and 2 control for the lagged share of applicants from (former)
Yugoslavia and Turkey on the ballot, averaged over the past three years. Models 3 and 4 control for the number of applicants
that are on the same ballot. Models 1 and 3 present the results for the proportion of ‘no’ votes, models 2 and 4 for the
binary rejection measure.
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Table B.4: Interaction of Anti-Immigrant Vote Share and Country of Origin Effects

Dependent Variable Rejection Rate
All Municipalities Polling Place

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 Model 5 Model 6
Year: 80’s -0.74 -0.52 -0.39 -0.53 -0.59 -0.77

(1.67) (1.69) (1.65) (1.98) (2.03) (1.96)
Year: 90’s 0.67 0.82 0.77 3.50 3.36 3.07

(2.74) (2.67) (2.73) (3.41) (3.42) (3.46)
Year: 00’s 1.69 1.80 1.75 3.67 3.51 3.18

(4.20) (4.10) (4.27) (5.43) (5.46) (5.55)
Male (0/1) 0.59 0.53 0.51 0.71 0.67 0.71

(0.74) (0.73) (0.76) (0.79) (0.79) (0.79)
Married (0/1) 0.34 0.38 0.51 1.03 0.98 1.21

(0.87) (0.89) (0.93) (1.03) (1.05) (1.07)
Children (0/1) 1.99 1.87 1.88 1.70 1.70 1.72

(0.94) (0.93) (0.97) (1.05) (1.04) (1.08)
Age: 21-40 Years 1.63 1.56 1.56 1.80 1.70 1.70

(0.80) (0.81) (0.83) (0.78) (0.78) (0.80)
Age: 41-60 Years 2.13 2.17 2.21 2.18 2.02 2.07

(1.00) (1.00) (1.03) (0.99) (0.99) (1.04)
Age: 60+ Years 3.32 3.29 3.35 3.30 2.94 2.63

(2.03) (2.04) (2.21) (2.51) (2.56) (2.65)
Attractive (0/1) 0.51 0.41 0.80 0.62 0.45 0.87

(1.01) (0.97) (1.02) (1.09) (1.04) (1.13)
Applications (#) -1.20 -1.16 -1.02 -1.20 -1.25 -1.14

(0.79) (0.78) (0.81) (0.85) (0.83) (0.89)
Born in Switzerland (0/1) -1.40 -1.48 -1.59 -1.53 -1.41 -1.80

(1.19) (1.18) (1.19) (1.55) (1.46) (1.55)
Years since Arrival (#/10) -1.45 -1.51 -1.50 -1.62 -1.62 -1.51

(0.64) (0.62) (0.66) (0.74) (0.74) (0.78)
Refugee (0/1) -5.39 -5.25 -5.21 -2.30 -2.24 -2.34

(2.59) (2.65) (2.59) (2.08) (2.16) (2.22)
Education: Middle (0/1) -0.69 -0.78 -0.84 -0.93 -0.93 -0.92

(0.63) (0.63) (0.68) (0.73) (0.72) (0.74)
Education: High (0/1) -2.11 -2.23 -2.39 -2.37 -2.20 -2.23

(1.00) (0.98) (1.07) (1.08) (1.06) (1.14)
Medium Skilled (0/1) 0.11 0.22 -0.06 0.65 0.70 0.41

(0.66) (0.66) (0.68) (0.73) (0.72) (0.75)
High Skilled (0/1) -2.09 -2.15 -2.13 -1.91 -2.10 -1.92

(1.07) (1.08) (1.07) (1.28) (1.25) (1.25)
Unemployed (0/1) 5.54 5.53 5.71 4.95 4.98 5.22

(2.86) (2.86) (2.86) (2.84) (2.86) (2.86)
Language: Excellent (0/1) -0.65 -0.80 -0.70 -0.31 -0.62 -0.37

(2.67) (2.64) (2.64) (2.62) (2.65) (2.63)
Language: Good (0/1) 0.25 0.01 0.14 0.15 -0.11 0.13

(2.49) (2.45) (2.46) (2.35) (2.35) (2.38)
Language: Insufficient (0/1) 28.38 28.05 28.32 28.95 28.43 28.95

(2.97) (2.85) (3.08) (2.93) (2.74) (3.03)
Integration: ’Assimilated’ (0-2) -2.10 -2.30 -2.19 -1.54 -1.69 -1.49

(1.28) (1.26) (1.24) (1.40) (1.38) (1.38)
Integration: ’Integrated’ (0-2) 0.29 0.27 0.57 0.00 -0.06 0.24

(0.66) (0.66) (0.63) (0.64) (0.62) (0.56)
Integration: ’Adjusted’ (0/1) -0.85 -0.66 -0.88 -1.14 -0.90 -1.37

(3.38) (3.38) (3.41) (2.97) (2.89) (2.94)
Integration: ’Indistinguishable’ (0/1) -3.27 -3.42 -3.21 -3.17 -3.27 -2.88

(1.18) (1.18) (1.14) (1.25) (1.23) (1.16)
(former) Yugoslavia & Turkey 13.31 13.14 12.63 12.01 12.60 12.45

(1.20) (1.40) (0.94) (1.46) (1.79) (1.15)
Yugoslavia & Turkey x Vote Share 1982 0.51 0.75

(0.14) (0.21)
Yugoslavia & Turkey x Vote Share 1983 0.46 0.65

(0.15) (0.10)
Yugoslavia & Turkey x Vote Share 1988 0.43 0.56

(0.23) (0.29)
Constant 37.15 37.68 37.58 35.86 36.70 36.15

(4.01) (3.86) (3.95) (4.13) (3.87) (4.24)
Fixed Effects for Municipalities yes yes yes yes yes yes
Applications 1,617 1,617 1,617 1,294 1,294 1,294
Municipalities 43 43 43 31 31 31

R2 0.70 0.70 0.70 0.62 0.63 0.62

Note: Point estimates and parenthesized standard errors shown. All models are ordinary OLS with municipality
fixed effects and standard errors clustered by municipality. For all models, only applicants originating from rich
European countries or (former) Yugoslavia and Turkey are used. Models 1-3 are based on the full sample of
ballot box municipalities, Models 4-6 are based on municipalities where the ballots were cast at the polling place.
Vote Share 1982, Vote Share 1983, and Vote Share 1988 are the municipality level vote shares from the respective
federal referenda for proposals to restrict immigration.
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Table B.5: Interaction of Unemployment Rate and Country of Origin Effects

Dependent Variable Proportion ‘no’ votes (%) Rejection (0/1)
Model 1 Model 2

Year: 80’s -0.43 0.02
(1.67) (0.04)

Year: 90’s 0.40 0.10
(2.66) (0.06)

Year: 00’s 1.38 0.13
(4.15) (0.11)

Male (0/1) 0.58 -0.03
(0.73) (0.02)

Married (0/1) 0.45 0.04
(0.95) (0.03)

Children (0/1) 1.88 0.03
(0.98) (0.03)

Age: 21-40 Years 1.67 0.05
(0.81) (0.04)

Age: 41-60 Years 2.37 0.06
(0.97) (0.04)

Age: 60+ Years 3.53 0.19
(2.09) (0.08)

Attractive (0/1) 0.59 -0.01
(0.96) (0.04)

Applications (#) -0.96 -0.03
(0.86) (0.03)

Born in Switzerland (0/1) -1.43 -0.05
(1.19) (0.04)

Years since Arrival (#/10) -1.57 -0.03
(0.60) (0.02)

Refugee (0/1) -5.06 0.09
(2.41) (0.07)

Education: Middle (0/1) -0.95 -0.07
(0.68) (0.03)

Education: High (0/1) -2.62 -0.18
(1.00) (0.05)

Medium Skilled (0/1) -0.06 -0.01
(0.70) (0.03)

High Skilled (0/1) -2.21 -0.04
(1.05) (0.03)

Unemployed (0/1) 5.77 0.18
(2.87) (0.07)

Language: Excellent (0/1) -0.66 0.06
(2.68) (0.21)

Language: Good (0/1) 0.14 0.09
(2.54) (0.22)

Language: Insufficient (0/1) 28.37 0.24
(3.18) (0.21)

Integration: ’Assimilated’ (0-2) -2.54 -0.07
(1.43) (0.04)

Integration: ’Integrated’ (0-2) 0.53 0.02
(0.63) (0.04)

Integration: ’Adjusted’ (0/1) -0.88 0.05
(3.40) (0.10)

Integration: ’Indistinguishable’ (0/1) -3.31 -0.15
(1.23) (0.05)

(former) Yugoslavia & Turkey (0/1) 12.39 0.21
(0.98) (0.05)

Yugoslavia & Turkey x Unemployment Rate 0.83 0.06
(1.53) (0.06)

Constant 38.21 0.22
(4.00) (0.23)

Fixed Effects for Municipalities yes yes
Applications 1,617 1,617
Municipalities 43 43

R2 0.69 0.46

Note: Point estimates and parenthesized standard errors shown. All models are ordinary OLS with municipality
fixed effects and standard errors clustered by municipality. For all models, only applicants originating from
rich European countries or (former) Yugoslavia and Turkey are used. The estimates of model 1 refer to the
estimated difference in the proportion ‘no’ votes and the estimates of model 2 to the binary rejection measure.
Unemployment rate is the municipality level unemployment rate from 2000. The average unemployment rate is
2.95 %.
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Table B.6: Regression Estimates of Muslim Shares in the Yugosphere countries

Dependent Variable Proportion ‘no’ votes (%) Rejected (0/1)
Coefficient Std. Error Coefficient Std. Error

Origin: Share of Muslim High -0.98 (0.91) 0.02 (0.03)
Origin: Share of Muslim Low -1.15 (0.73) -0.09 (0.04)
P-value from Difference Test 0.89 0.05

Note: Point estimates and parenthesized standard errors (clustered by municipality) shown from OLS regressions with municipality
fixed effects. The estimates come from a replication of the benchmark model where we restrict the sample to the N = 743 applicants
from (former) Yugoslavia and differentiate between three groups including applicants from former Yugoslavia (the reference category),
from countries with a high share of Muslims (> 30%), and from countries with a low share of Muslims (< 30%). The countries
(or regions, in the case of Kosovo) of origin that are coded as having a high (> 30%) share of muslim population are Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Kosovo, and Macedonia, the low share countries are Croatia, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (later Serbia and
Montenegro), and Slovenia. This classification is based on 2001, 2002 or 2003 Census data. The dependent variables are the
proportion ‘no’ votes (model 1) and the binary rejection measure (model 2); both models control for all covariates of the benchmark
models in table 3 (coefficients not shown here).
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Table B.7: Interaction of Lagged Shares of Applicants and Country of Origin Effects

Dependent Variable Proportion ‘no’ votes (%) Rejection (0/1)
Model 1 Model 2

Year: 80’s (0/1) 1.71 0.07
(1.91) (0.04)

Year: 90’s (0/1) 3.31 0.22
(2.97) (0.07)

Year: 00’s (0/1) 2.14 0.24
(4.32) (0.13)

Male (0/1) 0.81 -0.03
(0.74) (0.02)

Married (0/1) 0.25 0.04
(0.92) (0.04)

Children (0/1) 1.88 0.03
(1.01) (0.03)

Age: 21-40 Years (0/1) 1.45 0.05
(0.81) (0.04)

Age: 41-60 Years (0/1) 2.13 0.05
(1.11) (0.05)

Age: 60+ Years (0/1) 3.48 0.21
(2.18) (0.09)

Attractive (0/1) 0.62 -0.01
(1.10) (0.04)

# of Applications -1.48 -0.04
(0.74) (0.03)

Born in Switzerland (0/1) -1.28 -0.04
(1.27) (0.04)

Years since Arrival / 10 -1.55 -0.03
(0.67) (0.02)

Refugee (0/1) -4.19 0.07
(2.31) (0.08)

Education: Middle (0/1) -1.15 -0.06
(0.68) (0.03)

Education: High (0/1) -1.88 -0.17
(1.11) (0.05)

Medium Skilled (0/1) 0.01 -0.01
(0.70) (0.03)

High Skilled (0/1) -2.29 -0.04
(1.00) (0.03)

Unemployed (0/1) 5.39 0.17
(2.98) (0.07)

Language: Excellent (0/1) -0.93 0.06
(2.72) (0.22)

Language: Good (0/1) -0.08 0.09
(2.44) (0.22)

Language: Insufficient (0/1) 28.87 0.27
(3.19) (0.21)

Integration: ‘Assimilated’ (0-2 -2.73 -0.07
(1.47) (0.05)

Integration: ‘Integrated’ (0-2) 0.23 0.02
(0.73) (0.04)

Integration: ‘Adjusted’ (0/1) -1.11 0.06
(3.40) (0.11)

Integration: ‘Indistinguishable’ (0/1) -3.40 -0.17
(1.03) (0.05)

(former) Yugoslavia or Turkey (0/1) 13.60 0.24
(1.07) (0.05)

Lagged Share Yugoslavia & Turkey -5.95 -0.30
(5.29) (0.14)

(former) Yugoslavia or Turkey x Lagged Share 15.10 0.34
(5.56) (0.14)

Constant 35.25 0.12
(4.59) (0.25)

Fixed Effects for Municipalities yes yes
Applications 1,553 1,553
Municipalities 42 42

R2 0.71 0.46

Note: Point estimates and parenthesized standard errors shown. All models are ordinary OLS with municipality
fixed effects and standard errors clustered by municipality. For all models, only applicants originating from rich
European countries or (former) Yugoslavia and Turkey are used. The estimates of model 1 refer to the estimated
difference in the proportion ‘no’ votes and the estimates of model 2 to the binary rejection measure. The lagged
share of applicants from (former) Yugoslavia and Turkey on the ballot is averaged over the preceding three years.
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Figure B.1: Municipality Specific Country of Origin Effects
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Figure B.2: Distribution of Country of Origin Effects
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Note: Figure shows boxplots that summarize the distribution of estimates of the country of origin effects (relative to applicants from Richer European countries) across
15,000 regressions that randomly sample the control variables from the set of all control variables from the benchmark model plus all first order interactions and squared
terms (for the continuous variables).
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Appendix C: Sample Leaflets and Ballots Checks

This appendix presents sample copies of voter leaflets and ballots that were used for naturali-

zation referenda.
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Figure C.1: Sample Leaflet II

Note: Sample voting leaflet (names blacked out).
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Figure C.2: Sample Leaflet I

Note: Sample voting leaflet (names blacked out).
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Figure C.3: Sample Ballot I

Note: Sample ballot (names blacked out).

Figure C.4: Sample Ballot II

Note: Sample ballot (names blacked out).
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